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You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Learning,  http://www.leaming.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.leaming.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  bttp://vmw.lrc.leaming.gov.ab.ca 


The  use  of  the  Internet  is  optional.  Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be 
educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be  aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored. 
Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find  articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or 
inappropriate.  As  weU,  the  sources  of  information  are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be 
accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm  facts  with  a second  source. 
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Module  6 focuses  on  the  impact  of  the  media.  Students  look  at  the  images  presented  in  movies, 
on  television,  and  in  advertising.  In  the  final  section,  students  consider  the  messages  that  they 
send  intentionally  and  unintentionally  as  they  communicate  with  others. 

Section  1 : You  and  the  Media 

In  Section  1,  students  will  look  at  the  media  that  surround  them  and  the  effect  these  media  have 
on  their  lives.  When  they’ve  finished  the  section,  students  should  be  aware  of  many  of  the  ways 
in  which  the  media  influence  them.  They  should  also  be  able  to  explain  how  television  news 
shows  are  produced. 

• The  first  two  activities  in  Section  1 focus  on  movies  and  the  impact  that  movies  have  on 
people’s  lives.  Students  are  asked  to  reflect  on  the  way  special  effects  are  used  in  movies  to 
distort  reality.  Discuss  some  of  the  movies  that  your  student  has  seen  recently.  Assist  the 
student  to  see  the  imphcit  messages  about  such  things  as  human  relationships,  drugs, 
alcohol,  sex,  and  violence.  Encourage  your  student  to  view  movies  and  TV  shows  critically 
and  to  try  to  separate  illusion  from  reality. 

• Activity  3 directs  students’  attention  to  the  impact  of  television.  Students  are  asked  to 
monitor  their  TV  viewing  for  one  week,  keeping  track  of  the  programs  watched  and  the 
hours  spent  watching.  Remind  your  student  to  maintain  this  viewing  record  for  a week  and 
then  to  reflect  on  the  impact  of  TV  on  his  or  her  personal  life.  If  possible,  involve  other 
family  members  in  this  project,  and  discuss  how  television  has  affected  life  in  the  family. 

After  completing  Activity  3,  students  should  be  prepared  to  write  the  essay  in  the 
Assignment  Booklet  on  television’s  impact.  Students  should  follow  the  writing  process 
suggested  in  Module  1 (creating  a web  of  ideas,  organizing  the  ideas  into  an  outline, 
writing  a draft,  revising  and  editing,  and  creating  a polished  copy).  If  possible,  arrange  for  a 
writing  partner  to  assist  your  student  with  revising  and  editing. 

• In  Activity  4,  students  investigate  how  a TV  show  is  made.  It  would  be  helpful  if  your 
student  could  watch  the  show  Street  Cents  (shown  on  CBC-TV).  Also,  you  might  consider 
arranging  a tour  of  a television  station  so  your  student  can  see  how  shows  are  made. 

• The  final  activity  in  Section  1 requires  students  to  watch  and,  if  possible,  record  a news 
broadcast  and  answer  several  questions  about  it.  Some  of  these  questions  involve  timing 
certain  parts  of  the  show,  so  it’s  highly  desirable  that  students  be  able  to  view  the  broadcast 
several  times  if  at  all  possible.  The  purpose  of  this  assignment  is  to  show  students  that  most 
news  broadcasts  are  designed  to  be  entertaining  as  well  as  informative.  Assist  your  student 
in  choosing  an  appropriate  news  show  to  analyse.  Reading  the  questions  before  viewing  the 
broadcast  will  help  the  student  to  view  the  broadcast  critically. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SENDING  IN  THIS 
DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  register  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  send  in  Assignment  Booklets  for  corrections 
regularly.  Try  to  send  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  have  completed  it.  Before  sending  your 
Assignment  Booklet,  please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  be  sure  the  spelling  and  details  are  correct? 

• Is  the  record  form  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Postage  Regulations 

Do  not  enclose  letters  with  Assignment  Booklets. 

Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Postage  Rates 

Take  your  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed.  Attach  enough  postage  and  seal 
the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  wiU  travel  faster  if  correct  postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large 
envelopes  that  are  no  more  than  two  centimetres  thick. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

Assignment  Booklets  may  be  e-mailed.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  e-mail  address. 
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Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find  articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or 
inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information  are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be 
accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm  facts  with  a second  source. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  6A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  9:  MODULE  6 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments  in 
the  Assignment  Booklets. 

There  is  one  section  assignment  in  this  Assignment  Booklet.  The  value  of  this 
assignment  is  stated  in  the  left  margin.  This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  40  marks  out 
of  the  total  100  marks  for  Module  6. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  are  having  difficulties,  review  the  appropriate  section 
before  completing  the  assignment. 

You  may  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these  questions.  If 
you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  proofread  and  is 
readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  You  and  the  Media 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 

appropriate  places. 

Part  1 

1.  Reread  the  journal  entries  that  you  wrote  in  Section  1 . Choose  one  journal  entry  to 
pohsh  and  share  with  your  teacher.  Revise  and  edit  your  entry;  then  copy  the  polished 
entry  on  the  hnes  that  follow.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to.  Don’t  forget  to  indicate 
which  journal  entry  you’re  sharing. 

Your  journal  entry  is  worth  a possible  5 marks.  To  evaluate  the  quality  of  your  entry, 
your  teacher  wiU  be  following  the  Journal  Evaluation  Guidehnes  that  were  presented 
in  Assignment  Booklet  1 A.  If  you  need  to,  review  those  guidehnes  before  you  submit 
the  final  copy  of  your  journal  entry. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 


English  Language  Arts  9 --  Module  6 


3 


Assignment  Booklet  6A 


English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  6 


4 


Assignment  Booklet  6 A 


2. 


In  Activity  3,  you  completed  a chart  comparing  the  positive  and  negative  effects  of 
television.  Then  you  were  asked  to  think  about  this  question:  Do  you  believe  that 
watching  television  is  addictive?  Write  an  essay  giving  your  opinion  about  the  impact 
of  television  on  people’s  lives. 


Here’s  a short  checklist  to  help  ensure  that  you’ve  remembered  to  do  everything  you 
should  for  this  assignment.  Be  sure  to  go  through  it  before  submitting  your  essay. 


I’ve  covered  the  topic  adequately. 

I’ve  supported  my  opinions  with  reasons. 

I’ve  provided  examples  where  necessary. 

I’ve  organized  my  work. 

I’ve  expressed  myself  clearly. 

I’ve  checked  over  my  spelling,  punctuation,  grammar,  and  capitalization. 

I’ve  used  effective  word  choices  and  sentences. 

Assessment  Criteria 

Thought  and  Detail  (Ideas)  (10  marks) 

• adequate  coverage  of  topic 

• support  for  opinions 

• examples  provided 

Writing  Skills  (5  marks) 


good  organization 
clear  expression  of  ideas 

spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and  grammar  edited 
effective  worid  choices 

effective  sentences  " - ' " ^ " 


Write  your  first  draft  on  your  own  paper  and  then  copy  your  revised,  edited,  and 
proofread  final  copy  onto  the  following  pages.  Add  extra  pages  if  you  need  to.  If 
you’re  using  a word  processor,  attach  your  printed  copy  firmly  to  the  next  page. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  answer  on  the  next  page.) 
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Part  2:  In  Activity  5 of  Section  1,  you  did  some  research  on  a TV  news  show.  In  the 
Appendix,  there  are  some  helpful  comments  that  may  help  you  gain  a better 
understanding  of  TV  news  programs.  Revise  and  edit  your  answers  to  questions  1 to  10. 
Then  copy  your  answers  in  the  spaces  provided  here. 

Before  submitting  your  Part  2 Assignment,  use  the  following  checklist: 


My  answers  show  that  I’ve  done  my  research  carefully. 

My  answers  are  complete  and  insightful. 

1 proofread  my  answers  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  punctuation, 
capitalization,  and  grammar. 

I wrote  my  answers  in  complete  sentences. 

1.  Use  the  following  chart  to  describe  the  anchors  on  the  news  show  you  watched. 


names 

Anchor! 

gender  (male  or  female) 

approximate  age 

appearance 

personality 

O 


2.  a.  What  qualifications  do  you  think  news  anchors  need  for  their  job? 
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b.  Suggest  reasons  why  the  anchors  at  this  TV  station  were  selected. 


3.  a.  Describe  the  set  of  the  news  show  that  you  watched. 


b.  What  image  does  this  set  present? 


4.  a.  How  does  the  news  show  that  you  watched  begin? 


© 


b.  Why  has  the  TV  station  chosen  this  beginning? 
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5.  a.  Describe  the  lead  story  in  the  news  show  by  outhning  its  content  and  images. 


b.  Suggest  a reason  why  the  producer  started  the  show  with  this  lead  story. 


6.  a.  How  many  stories  in  the  news  show  you  watched  were  local  stories? 


b.  How  many  had  national  appeal? 


c.  How  many  were  international  stories? 


d.  What  type  of  story  does  this  station  focus  on? 


7.  a.  What  live  reports  were  included  in  the  news  show  that  you  watched? 


English  Language  Arts  9 - Module  6 


11 


Assignment  Booklet  6A 


b.  Wby  were  these  live  reports  included? 


8.  a.  How  long  did  the  news  show  last?  (Time  the  show  from  its  beginning  to  the  end. 
Include  commercials,  but  don’t  include  the  weather  or  sports.) 


b.  How  many  commercials  were  aired  during  the  news  broadcast? 


c.  How  much  time  did  the  commercials  take? 


9.  Do  you  think  that  a “Good  News”  show,  such  as  the  one  proposed  by  Joseph 
Schrank  in  his  article  (page  240  of  Crossroads  9),  would  be  successful?  Give  your 
reasons. 


10.  Did  the  news  show  that  you  watched  include  any  positive  or  upHfting  stories?  If  so, 
identify  them. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  a student  registered  at  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre.  If  the 
student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student’s  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a 
home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling  coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the 
assignment  results. 


STUDENTS  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself. 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by . 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in 
the  following  space. 
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